
������ �
���������		
��

����	�
������
��������
�������
���������������

Season One  
 
What's going on at the Delamere Hotel, what with 
residents dying, going missing, not who they say they 
are, in the club, losing money, losing knives, falling 
into trunks, pinching anything that doesn't move & 
having fights with the hoover, and that's all before 

lunch!!! Rosie Lake, the proprietress of the Delamere, 
an ex-actress prone to hitting the bottle too hard, thinks 
she's been bopped on the head by a killer, but her 
residents are finding it hard to believe her. Michael 
Pertwee, the celebrated English writer has constructed 
an hilarious thriller with enough twists & turns to keep 
any audience in hysterics & on the edge of their seats 
until the final curtain. 
            
Friday March 6, Sat. 7 (Gala night), Fri. 13, Sat 
14, Thurs. 19, Fri. 20 and Sat. 21, at 8pm 
 

Matinees—Sunday March 8 and 15, at 2.15 pm 
 

Bookings: 1300 739 099 
9 am—9 pm 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
�

Greetings, everyone at the start of our New Year as 
Clayton’s premier community theatre group. 
 
We are justly proud of our 2008 achievement of two full 
productions, this being done in the face of a major venue 
change and the profound adjustments necessary to our 
time-honoured methods of mounting a stage play. 
 

We celebrated the end of this year with a sausage-sizzling 
Christmas party on December 16th.  The turn up was 
gratifying and it was wonderful to see how the cavernous 
interior of Fleigner Hall responded to some energetic 
mopping and tidying and the creative flair of Christine 
Simmonds’ Christmas decorations. 
 

As there were no adjudicators appointed for 2008 
productions Over the River and Through the Woods and 
Haywire, we were unable to present any acting awards. 
 

But the committee did have great pleasure in presenting 
the Colin Pratt award to three long-standing members – 
Beryl Bolam, Loretta Ferguson and Lesley Batten.  This 
award, created to honour a man who, with his knowledge 
of all aspects of theatre, was the guiding star of the 
Elwood Theatre Company from its inception, is presented 
to members in recognition of their long years of 
unstinting service to maintain the functioning of Encore 
Theatre Company.  And this, these three great women, 
have certainly given in all areas from Front of House 
management, Committee membership, prompting and a 
myriad of other jobs large and small.  Also with Lesley, 
we have had the benefits of both her stage managing and 
directorial skills and with Beryl and Loretta, the time and 
expertise they have both put in over many years as 
readers and evaluators of the countless number of plays 
that have been submitted to Encore for production. 
 

Our other two awards made that afternoon were given 
with equal pleasure and, I am sure, with the unanimous 
endorsement of all our members.  These were Life 
Memberships to our dear friends Anne and Bill Rendall 
who have kept Encore afloat through thick and thin – 
need we say more? 
 

Our first production for 2009 Find the Lady directed by 
Tony Bird, has already begun rehearsal in good time for 
Opening Night, March 6th. 
 

See you there! 
�

Mary Kappner 
President 
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Directed by Tony Bird 
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Here we are “fronting up” for another year of fun with 
Encore Theatre. This year we have a great line up of 
plays that will give us some good variety. The basic plan 
with the new venue was to present a series of comedies to 
build up our audiences, then go for a serious play, which 
will be Wit under the direction of Vicki Smith in October. 
Find The Lady is progressing well under the direction of 
Tony Bird. We have a short time frame as our opening 
night is on Friday 6th March. Please tell you friends to 
book early on 1300 739 099.   This comedy/thriller is 
going to be a good “audience pleaser” and a great start to 
2009. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Thanks to all the cast and crew for a great production of 
Haywire, the final play for 2008.  Our audiences loved 
the show. It was our second bump in at the new theatre 
and it all went very smoothly. Thanks to those who 
attended the bump-in and the bump-out on the Sunday 
morning after closing night.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

There was a good attendance at our launch of the 2009 
season on the 30th of November. Our 2009 directors Tony 
Bird, Tim Long, Cen Fox, Kirk Alexander and Vicki 
Smith talked about their upcoming productions. It was 
marvellous to see representation from our group party 
bookers.  

The future of 
our company 
depends on 
group party 
b o o k i n g s 
and we were 
d e l i g h t e d 
that our 
suppor te rs 
took the 
trouble to 
attend the 
launch. It 
would have 
been nice to 

have seen more of our members in attendance - so keep it 
in mind for the 2010 Launch.  We all had a very pleasant 
afternoon. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

There will be a rehearsed play reading on Saturday12th 
September at 8.00pm at the Clayton Theatre. The play is 
The Admirable Crichton and the production will be 
directed by Kirk Alexander. This is a great opportunity 
for members to participate. 

Details of the auditions will be announced closer to 
the production. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 There is work going on behind the scenes to 
introduce a Youth Theatre at our new venue under the 
guidance of Encore Theatre Company. Andrew 
Ferguson is heading up a sub-committee. We will 
advise on developments throughout the year. 
 

We had a fabulous Christmas party at the Fleigner 
Hall and it was delightful to see so many members in 
attendance. 2008 was a milestone year for the 
company and everyone has worked hard – so it was 
time to relax and celebrate. It was fantastic to see Ray 
Russell there after a bad year with health issues. It 
was also heartening to see our younger members 
joining in and having a good time.  What a magic 
moment it was when Anne & Bill Rendall were given 
their Life Membership to our company. It has been 
long overdue as they are both tireless workers for 
Encore Theatre.  Congratulations to Lesley Batten, 
Beryl Bolam and Loretta Ferguson on their Colin 
Pratt Awards.  
We will be having In – House Adjudicators during 
2009. It has been a bit hectic with the new theatre and 
establishing ourselves at The Fleigner Hall during 
2008 but now it will be good to see our own 
adjudicators viewing the plays and giving out their 
awards at our 2009 Christmas party.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Congratulations to Ron Conroy on winning the 
Peridot Theatre “In House Award” for Best Director 
2008 with his production of Chaim’s Love Song.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Thanks to Carolyn & John Gunn for their wonderful 
support on their theatre programme Curtain Up  on 
3CR. Thanks also to all the community radio stations 
who publicise our shows. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
We thank Cheryl Threadgold for the marvellous 
publicity we get in Cheryl’s column, “Community 
Theatre” , in The Melbourne Observer.  It is a great 
paper for Theatre News - available at all good 
newsagents for only two dollars.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Our Charity Nights continue to be tremendously 
popular and it is a marvellous opportunity for the cast 
to test the play with an audience reaction. Cen Fox 
has worked hard in this area. The current show is 
supported by the Monash Friends of Vemasse. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Check out our website at www.encoretheatre.com.
au  - Our webmaster is now Cen Fox.  Hands up those 
who have looked at it ! 
“Thirty-five is a very attractive age. London 
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Cen Fox, Tim Long, Vicki Smith, Tony 
Bird & Kirk Alexander 
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society is full of women of the very highest birth who 
have, of their own free choice, remained thirty-five 
for years.” Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being 
Earnest, Act 3  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Any gossip other items ??? send them to:                
                     kevintrask@bigpond.com  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
I received this great item from Graeme Moore which 
will be of interest –  
 

����������	
����������������	
����������������	
����������������	
����������
�
�
 ����
�
�
����
�
�
����
�
�
 �

An amateur theatre group, St Marys Community 
Players in St Marys, Ontario, Canada, recently did 
a Google on the net searching for ideas for their 
forthcoming production of Over The River & 
Through The Woods and they liked the motif that I 
had designed for Encore Theatre earlier this year.   
They emailed Encore Theatre in Launceston, 
Tasmania asking for permission to use it. They 
forwarded the request to Encore Theatre in Clayton, 
Melbourne. Bill Rendall then contacted me and we 
agreed to let them use it, suggesting a small credit 
line. 
I emailed the files to them receiving a reply the 
next morning and I looked and found it was on their 
website already.  

www.stmaryscommunityplayers.ca/  
I had looked for ideas myself on the internet as I 
had designed a motif using the same heads for 
Malvern Theatre in 2005. Most of the motifs/
posters seemed to feature bowls of spaghetti or 
lasagna. This play is about people, family! 
.........................Graeme Moore  
 
Congratulations Graeme – well done - Etceteras. 
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ENCORE THEATRE, 
“HAYWIRE” by Eric Chappell, Directed by Christine 
Simmonds. 
Reviewed by John Gunn 23/10/2008 for 3CR’s Curtain 
Up – Sundays at One – 855AM. 
 
This is my first visit to Encore’s new theatre and I was 
very impressed, well raked,  good sight lines,  and about 
128 comfortable seats I wish them all the best in this 
new venue. 
Now to the production of “Haywire” as directed by 
Christine Simmonds… 
A bit between a comedy and a farce although 

(fortunately) it is not quite your typical fur coat and 
knickers show…  Alec Firth is a bookseller and he 
and his wife Maggie live over the bookstore…Alec 
is busy packing his wife Maggie off for an Easter 
break on the Continent while he has plans to nip off 
to Spain with his assistant Liz for a dirty weekend.  
On to the scene comes his mother Phoebe, a feisty 
old woman who has left the nursing home, so what 
is he to do? Call in the troops, that is his son Jamie 
and daughter Mandy, but unfortunately Jamie has a 
broken leg, Mandy is pregnant to her boy friend 
whom she won’t marry.. 
 

Well everything goes haywire after Maggie leaves… 
Phoebe has a stroke, Mandy goes into labour and 
Jamie’s leg starts acting up, they are all rushed to 
hospital and Alec and Liz  plan a little hanky panky 
at home until the cranky Phoebe, Jamie and Mandy 
all arrive back home followed by Maggie who has 
decided not to go away after all.  But yes it all works 
out well in the end although I did feel the play’s 
construction by writer Eric Chappell fell away a bit 
at the end….. 

Peppered with some very funny lines and a 
reasonable pace it does prove an amusing evening at 
the theatre and surprisingly I don’t think I have seen 
it before. One little quibble closing the curtains at 
the end of scenes I didn’t think was necessary - . 
 

Now to the cast, Stephen Barber (Alec) worked hard 
perhaps a little too much so, as he started in top gear 
and after that had nowhere to go -  I think had he 
used a slightly more sophisticated approach with 
much more light and shade and delivered some lines 
as ‘asides’ he would have given a more balanced 
performance in this lead role.   Liz Matthews as 
Maggie gave a nicely understated performance and 
had much warmth.   Eileen Nelson as the feisty 
Phoebe was excellent never missing a beat and when 
she is on stage the whole piece crackles, great timing 
and placement of her dialogue. 
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Eileen Nelson, Stephen Barber and Stuart Daulman 
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The other roles of the rather under-written Liz,  the 
pregnant daughter Mandy gained momentum as the play 
progressed particularly that of Jamie as played by Stuart 
Daulman. 

 Bill Rendall’s setting of the family living room was 
nicely finished and well furnished, props wardrobe etc. 
appropriate. 
 

Summing up – Haywire is an amusing play directed 
with pace by Christine Simmonds and enjoyed by the 
audience and is, I’m sure, a light play that we will see 
more productions of by  Community Theatres.   
 
 

 

2008 A.G.M. 
 
The 2008 Annual General Meeting of Encore Theatre 
was held on Sunday 16th November at 3 pm. 
The meeting was addressed by the retiring President, 
Anne Rendall, who thanked retiring committee 
members for their help in keeping the Company at the 
forefront of amateur theatre. 
 
The following were elected to run our affairs: 
 
          President                -         Mary Kappner 
          Vice President        -         Christine Simmonds 
          Secretary                -         Bill Rendall 
          Treasurer                -         Lorraine Foxall 
          Committee             -         Ron Conroy 
                                                   Eileen Nelson 
                                                   Anne Rendall 
                                                   Graeme Smith 
                                                   Heather Smith  
 
 
 

ENCORE!   FRONT OF HOUSE 
 
Without a friendly, welcoming, efficient and 
pleasant Front of House contingent, no community 
theatre production today  is complete.  You might 
say that it’s an aspect of theatre where non-
professional groups leave professional theatre for 
dead.  And Encore is no exception to this rule.  Our 
Front of House staff workers – all generous and 
willing volunteers – do a great job in welcoming 
our audiences and looking after them before, 
during and after the show.  Personally, I enjoy 
being a Front of House person.  You meet old 
friends in the audiences, and make new ones.  You 
have great conversations and good fun with your 
fellow Front of House workers.  Working Front of 
House can be a remarkably happy experience.  
Some members have worked Front of House in 
every Encore production.  How impressive is that! 
 
Now that Encore is performing in the new Clayton 
venue, we need more people each performances to 
cover all areas adequately.  In 2008 we were 
fortunate in the generosity of  response from people 
who were contacted to work F.O.H.  Many, many 
thanks to each and every one of you!  This year we 
hope for the same generous response.  Soon you’ll 
be getting a phone call to see if you can help with 
Find the Lady.  Check your diaries and be ready!  
And if you’re really eager to work on any particular 
night or afternoon, you can get in early and ring 
me – Eileen – on 9569-5398.  And if by some 
chance you’ve never been contacted, please give 
me a ring!  I’ll be delighted to hear from you! 
 
Eileen 
 

Season 2 Auditions  
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By Neil Simon 

Directed by Tim Long 
June Season 

A light drama / comedy, set in modern 
California 

 

         Cast required:     1 male 50-ish 
                                      1 female 35 - 45 
                                      1 female 18 - 25   

Audition dates Tuesday March 10 and 
Wednesday March 11 at 7.30 pm 

Place: Fleigner Hall, 31 - 39 Highland Ave 
                                               Clayton 

For information ring the Director on  
9772 3536 
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Lindal Young and Stephen Barber 
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Encore & City of Monash National Youth Week Theatre Project - “Youth on Show” 
          
This exciting new youth theatre venture aims to create a concert/theatre work of approximately 1 hour duration for the Monash 
Council Youth Week, with performances 31 March 2009. Encore Theatre is very pleased to be working in cooperation with the 
City of Monash Youth & Family Services (www.monash.vic.gov.au/services/youth-services.htm) on this ground-breaking 
project. 
 
The content of the concert/theatre work will be developed throughout the rehearsal period, to showcase the talents of the young 
people involved in the project, at the same time developing theatre performance and technical skills. Preparation for the 
performances will also include specialist workshops in varied aspects of theatre craft over 2 months, Feb-March. 
 
All Secondary school-age young people are invited to participate. Twice weekly rehearsals, Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
6.00-7.30pm, begin February 10 at the Clayton Community Centre, corner Centre Rd and Cooke St, Clayton. There is no cost 
to be part of this project. 
 
For more details of the project and how to register your interest, visit the Encore website (www.encoretheatre.com.au). Please 
note that places are limited; if demand is high, preference may be given to youth who live in the City of Monash. 
 
Andrew Ferguson 
Production Manager 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Special 
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Eileen Nelson, Liz Matthews, Lynn 
Guihennneuc, Glenda Benness and 

Audrey Martinelli 

The Christmas Party  

Margaret Baxter, Ron Conroy and  
Ray Russell Anne and Bill Rendall with their Life 

Membership  Certificates 

Stephen Barber and 
Pia Maganov 

Lesley Batten with her 
Colin Pratt Award 

Bronwyn and Roger King 

President Mary 

Lindal Young and Bill 
Rendall 

Just some of the scenes at the recent Encore 
Xmas BBQ, held at the Fleigner Hall on Sunday, 

December 14 
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Anniversary  
 
A special lady is celebrating her 60th anniversary in 
2009. Eileen Nelson first trod the boards in 1949 in a G 
& S operetta at St Anthony’s in Glenhuntly. The 
company became known as the Paduan Light Opera 
Society and was the first of many in which Eileen has 
performed so many roles with distinction. 
  

She has performed in operettas, musicals, plays, radio 
plays, panto and revues.  She has been a playwright, 
composer, director, set painter, backstage worker and 
FOH supervisor. She has been nominated many times 
for VDL awards and won at least three. She even has 
international success having won a Best Supporting 
Actress award when living [and performing] in Canada! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
��

Some of the companies she has performed with are 
Loyola Musical Society,  Samaritan Light Opera 
Society, The National Theatre, Therry Society, Marillac 
Theatre, Elwood Theatre Company [Life Member], 
Adelphi Theatre Company and the Brighton, Peridot, 
Malvern, Waverley and Mitcham Theatre Companies. 
She has performed many times for Encore, has won the 
Colin Pratt Award and is currently a life member and a 
member of its’ committee. 
  

Her two favourite roles are Dolly Levi and Miss 
Marple and two people who gave her great advice and 
encouragement in her early acting days were Frank 
Nelson and Cyril J. Holden. 
  
Eileen continues performing in her 60th anniversary 
year by playing Mrs Hudson and Queen Victoria in the 
world premiere of Nursing Holmes in May 2009. 
  
Congratulations Eileen on your magnificent theatrical 
career and long may you reign. 
 
 

 What’s On around the traps: 
 
Peridot Theatre 
“Moonlight and Magnolias” by Ron Hutchinson  
Director Helen Ellis 
February 6 to 21.  Bookings: 1300 138 645  
(mobiles 9898 9090) 
 
Mordialloc Theatre Co 
“Crimes of the Heart”  by Beth Henley,  
Director Judy Corderoy 
February 6 to 21.  Bookings 9587 5141 
 
Heidelberg Theatre Co 
“The Dinner Game” by Francis Veber 
Director Joan Moriarty 
February 19 to March 7.  Bookings: 9457 4117 
 
Malvern Theatre Co 
“Scotland Road”  by Jeffrey Hatcher, 
Director  Deborah Fabbro. 
February 20 to March 7.  Bookings: 1300 131 552 
 
Brighton Theatre Co 
“The Goldberg Variations” by Ron Elisha, 
Director Ron Conroy. 
February 26 to March 14.   Bookings 9589 0005 
 
1812 Theatre 
“Semi Detached” by David Turner 
Directed by Jill Edwards 
March 5 to April 4. Bookings: 9758 3964 
 
Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre 
“Shirley Valentine”  by Willy Russell, 
Director Doug Bennett 
March 10 to 28.   Bookings 9735 1777 
 
 
 
 
Encore Theatre is not responsible for the accuracy 
of the above information, which is provided in good 
faith for your assistance. 
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Miss Saigon  
 

If anyone is interested in joining a group 
booking to see the opening night of CLOC’s 
May production of Miss Saigon, please ring 
Christine Simmonds on 9758 0812 by early 
February. 


