Season Three - 2009

With compelling simplicity, Thornton Wilder depicts
New Hampshire village life in the early 1900’s through

the stories of two families.

Directed by Jeff Hood

George Gibbs and Emily Webb grow up together
children, they fall in love and marry. All too soo
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Emily dies and goes into the village cemetery whereA G.M. 2009
o AG:M.

the former inhabitants of Grover’s Corner welcome |
to the peace that
can never be understood by the living.

When first producedOur Town was considered &
remarkable innovation and it still has a universality tf
does not date.

Thornton Wilder also wrotéfhe Matchmakemvhich
became the musicélello Dolly.

March 12, 13 (gala), 19, 20, 25, 26 & 27 at
8.00 pm
Matinees - March 14 & 21 at 2.15 pm

Bookings: 1300 739 099

9 am—9 pm

al

The Annual General Meeting was held on November
15th 2009, and the following committee was appointed:

President - Mary Kappner
Vice President -  Christine Simmonds
Treasurer - Lorraine Foxall
Secretary - Bill Rendall
Committee - Eileen Nelson

Anne Rendall

Graeme Smith
Heather Smith
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What a fabulous production &Wit. Congratulations to Vicki
Smith and all the cast and crew. The sensatiorslltrat the
VDL awards and the Encore in house awards was we
deserved. Thanks to the cast who sold tickets &dpebaniel
Golshevsky who rounded up many of his medical egiless to
attend the production. Super job of gathering ladl tedical
equipment to give realism to the play — well dowergone.

| think Wit was one of our best productions in the 12 yea|
history of Encore Theatre Company.

*%k%k * *% * *% * *

It is an exciting time with our first productiadack and his
Amazing Multi - Coloured BeanstalkThe word is that the cast
and crew are having a lot of fun with the show. v need
now is an audience, so please spread the word@md along
and see it for yourself. The booking humbet 390 739 099
Christine Simmonds has been working hard diredatiegshow.

*%k%k * *% * *% * *

Congratulations to Margaret Easton on becoming
Grandmother. Emily Margaret Easton was born in &aper
and the proud parents Gerald and Debbie have laplélsure
of their first Christmas with their dear little Elyi

*%k%k * *% * *% * *

For those who remember Kevin Fisher our past treasat
Elwood Theatre Company | am sorry to report thatiKeand
his wife Judi had a rough Christmas. Instead ofndpei
comfortably sitting in the Princess theatre watghiiine Jersey
Boysfor Judi’s 60" birthday they finished up in intensive care
when Kevin took ill. But he was out for dinner omr3tmas
Day and thankfully is on the mend.

*%k%k * *% * *% * *

Cen Fox has written a new play titlédint Georgy which is

a fascinating look at the life of Georgina Hogantho was the
sister in law of Charles Dickens. There has alydasekbn a play
reading and the premiere of this new play will tgkace in

March of 2010.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkk

Our first major production for 2010 will be the Trhton
Wilder classidOur Towndirected by Jeff Hood.

Jeff is a drama teacher at Monash University ancakeevery
lucky to have him as director for this productioithere is a

Broadway production being performed in 2010.

| remember the 1940 film version which starred Mart
Scott and a very young Wiliam Holden. Jeff is
assembling a strong cast and this is a play thdieaoes
love to see again and again. Book your ticketsyean
1300 739 099

kkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkk

There is great interest in our production Gallipoli
which will be directed by Norma Guthrie. It will lstaged

on the Anzac Day weekend and we are hoping that RSL
groups and clubs will support us as we remembenthe

and women who gave their lives for our country lie t
First World War.

*% * *% * *% * *kkkk

Check out our website at www.encoretheatre.com.@ur
webmaster is the brilliant Cen Fox. Our 2010 pihyb
available on the website.

*% * *% * *% *

Our Charity Nights continue to be tremendously papu
and it is a marvellous to see the theatre filledtfe final
dress rehearsal. Anne Rendall has taken overmtigisriant
role — good on you Anne.

*kkkk

*% * *% * *% * *kkkk

We thank Cheryl Threadgold for the marvellous peibi
we get in Cheryl's column, Community Theatre”, in
The Melbourne Observer. It is a great paper for Theatre
News - available at all good newsagents for onlp tw
dollars.

*% * *% * *% *

*kkkk

Some great quotes fro@roucho Marx

Any gossip other items ??7? send them to

kevintrask@bigpond.com

Congratulations!

of November. Mother and balye doing well.
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Congratulations are in order for our foundation Treasurer, Ross Billson, and h of‘/vife
Deborah Tueno, on the birth of young Matthew Edward, who was born on the :



ENCORE — “W;t” by Margaret Edson - Directed by
Vicki Smith.

Reviewed by Carolyn Gunn for 3CR’sCurtain Up — Fri
16/10/09.

Margaret Edson’s Pulitzer prize winning play W;tinsleed a
challenge to watch and then review — this produactip Vicki
Smith is one that no person could not be emotignaliolved
in. It is the story of an academic Vivian Bearindnose
literary experience and professorship is in thédfief 17"
century poetry, notably English poet John Donnée-is told
that she has ovarian cancer and needs heavy ddses ¢
chemotherapy over a period of 8 months.

Ovarian
cancer is one
of the
trickiest ones
and in
Australia
about 1 in 70
women  will
develop the
disease and in
2008/09 it
w a s
anticipated
Ron Kofler and Juliet Hayday that 1500
would be
diagnosed and more than 850 will lose the battli whis
form of cancer — statistics show that recovery s around
42%.

Now to John Donne — whose works | am not familéh —
but research tells me that he was & X&ntury English
Jacobean poet, preacher, lawyer and unpaid Member o
Parliament, he also fought with Sir Walter Raleggainst the
Spanish at Cadiz.

His works are apparently notable for their reatistnd sensual
style and include sonnets, love poetry, religioasrps, Latin
translations, epigrams, elegies, songs, satiresamadons.
His poetry is noted for its vibrancy of languagel an
inventiveness of metaphor, especially as compared

to those of his contemporaries — he studied at both
Cambridge and Oxford but could not get a degree
because he was a Catholic (after all this wees

period of the Reformation) although many years

later at the King’'s suggestion John Donne became

an Anglican Minister.

Towards the end of his life Donne wrote works that
challenged death, and the fear that it inspired in
many men, on the grounds of his belief that those

who die are sent to Heaven to live eternally....and

the phrasesFor whom the bell tollandNo Man is

an Island come from this 1 century poet..

So the story is about Vivian's cancer with (asé se
it) her personal support mechanism being her love

and understanding of John Donne’s poetry - two

very heavy subjects that intertwine in this dram.  Jjuliet Hayday with Gordon Lyon, Daniel Golshevsky,

play, the first being emotionally demanding ¢

the second being a literary area that not manysofould
know of, including myself.

From the opening of the play we know what the siery
about and how it ends and we see a more lightdart
approach at the beginning when Vivian is given the
diagnosis, we follow her through the tests, physica
examinations, discussions and her ability to cojib the
heavy bouts of chemotherapy, the foetal positiothie
latter stages and the outbursts of emotion andf,grie
interspersed with flashbacks with her poetry sttsl@amd

of course John Donne.

The cast is indeed a fine ensemble including Daniel
Golshevsky, Judy Corderoy, Ron Kofler, Stephen
Shinkfield, Melissa New and Gordon Lyon....and
especially Melanie Rowe as the very caring nurse
assigned to Vivian.....But the character which
understandably stands out is that of Vivian Bearintpur

de force role superbly played by Juliet Hayday.... Her
role runs the gamut of wry humour, gentle emotidne,
coping with indignity of medical assessment, to tibil
loss of hair and unspeakable pain and her awareness
underneath of the mostly unemotional medical steff
their maxim is to preserve life at all costs whials, we
see towards the end of the play, is disturbingtkis
instance) to the nurse Susie who has cared foraWivi
throughout.

And it was at this particular point that the word
‘euthanasia’ impacted with me.

In some 40 years of theatre-going, | cannot resuadh a
demanding and emotional role being so well servedl a
here | include theatre at all levels from amatéwr
professional — and | think that on the night viewbd
audience, like myself, were in awe of the quadityd
range of Juliet Heyday's performance..

Setting was a bare stage with hospital beds, miedica
equipment and accompanying paraphernalia and while
this may sound simple, to me it indicated excellent
research in the staging, the medical practicegssecy
and the usage of the equipment.

The lighting complimented the various acting areas,

Stephen Shinkfield,
Melissa New and Ron Kofler
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changes of moods and emotions and also created t
dangerous ‘zapping’ by a blue light on Vivian a$ gaother
chemical test was done - selection of backgroundienwas
also excellent .....

Juliet Hayday and Judy Corderoy

So for me, seeing Vicki Smith's excellent and ésin
production of “W;T” for Encore Theatre Company, ighia
gut-wrenching night at the theatre, | felt prigésl to see a
performance of such quality, although | must adfike quite
a few others) that | nearly ‘lost’ it at the end....

The productions plays at the ENCORE Theatre, Clayto
Comm. Ctre Theatrette, Cooke St, Clayton. Untit 24" at
8pm with a matinee today at 2.15pm. BKGS 1300039

It is very highly recommended (despite the subjmetter)
and as for Juliet Hayday’s performance of ‘ViviaaaBing' —
a quote from John Donne’s poem “An Anatomy of the
World”

‘She that had all magnetic force  alone.’

e FRONT OF HOUSE

Here's a proud and grateful vote of thanks to &ié t
wonderful people who contributed to the overallcass of
our recent and spectacularly successful producioftit by
working Front-of-House! The show can’'t go on witho
Front-of-House, and Encore Theatre acknowledgesr you
essential contribution. Please help us out aga#0il0. The
names below -in alphabetical order — list our hedpeand |
hope | haven't missed anybody!

Chris Baldock, Lesley Batten, Margaret Baxter, Glenla
Benness, Doug and Faye Bennett, Joe Dias, Deborah
Fabbro, Loretta Ferguson, Roslyn Flett, Cenarth Fox
Ray Hocking, Jeff Hood, Mary Kappner, Crenagh Kelly,
Colleen Kidd, Joan Krutli, Eileen Nelson, Bill Rendll,
Christine Simmonds and Kevin Trask.

Bill, of course, was therevery night, and Heather and
Graeme Smith, our wonderful ticket-secretaries evadso
there every night and on generous stand-by fortFabn
House emergencies. Thanks to one and all!

Eileen Nelson

What's On around the traps:

Peridot Theatre

“Time Of My Life” by Alan Ayckbourne Director
Ewen Crockett

Feb 5 to 20. Bookings: 1300 138 645
(mobiles 9898 9090)

Encore at the V.D.L. Annual Awards

Encore had a very good night at the annual Victorian Dramp
League Awards night, with our entry “Wit” receiving many

awards.

Our tally was:
Equal Silver for lighting -

Dietmar Briskef

Mordialloc Theatre Co

“This Way Up” by Elizabeth Coleman, Director
Elisabeth Gertner
Feb 12 to 27.

Bookings 9587 5141

Malvern Theatre Co
“Boston Marriage” by David Mamet, Director
Vicki Smith.

Feb 19 to March 6.

Bookings: 1300 131 552

Equal Gold for sound - Vicki Smith Brighton Theatre Co '

Nomination for Best Actressina - Judy Corderoy]  ‘Blackbird” by David Harrower, Director Shane
Minor Role Ryan.

Best Actor in a Minor Role - Ron Kofler Feb 25 to March 13. Bookings 9589 0005

Best Supporting Actress (Drama) -
Best Supporting Actor (Drama) -
Best Actress in a Drama -

Melanie Rows
Daniel Golshey:
Juliet Hayday

Beaumaris Theatre
“A Streetcar Named Desire” by Jtennessee

Best Director of a Drama - Vicki Smith Wi”iams, Director Fred Pezzimenti
Best Drama Production - Wit - Encore March 12to 27. Bookings 9583 6896
Theatrg

Encore Theatre is not responsible for the accuracy
of the above information, which is provided in good
faith for your assistance.
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ENCORE'S CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS!

On Saturday night, f2December, Encore Theatre hosted
their annual Christmas Party. The venue was TloatSc
Hall in Highland Avenue in East Oakleigh. And wizat
great night we all had!

As we arrived, just inside the front door our ati@m was
drawn to a gaily-wrapped Christmas box in whichalle
placed our Kris Kringle presents (to be given owyttthe
Christmas ElIf later in the evening!)

The room shone with gorgeous Christmas decorations
including a beautifully decorated Christmas treeicivh
twinkled and sparkled — and you couldn’t help bat g
into the Christmas spirit right from the start!

Tables and chairs had been set up around the rozamh-
table covered with a white cloth bearing “runnes§’ted
and green tinsel. In no time at all the tablesewer

occupied as people gathered to exchange Christmag

greetings and to catch up with friends. And speglaf
friends, it was just terrific to see Estelle Pr&grnice
Hammond and Loretta Ferguson who were all in fine
form and eager to join in the celebrations! Geuffiold
and our new Atrtistic Director for 2010 Doug Benreatid

his wife Fay were also getting into the swing o€ th
evening!

There was certainly no chance of anyone going hungr
(or thirsty for that matter). On the table setladior food
there were delicious sausage rolls, cold meatsdsal
mince pies (an absolute musit Christmas), and various
yummy cakes and sandwiches.

Although most people had brought their own drirtkg
Committee had also provided champagne, which proved
to be a great hit with most of the guests! A Ihigrik you
to Bill Rendall, our cheerful and hardworking bader!

The evening also included a Presentation of theokenc

Awards for 2009. The Master of Ceremonies was idorr
Leek who was one of the three adjudicators for 2009
The other two adjudicators were Glenda Benness and
Barbara Bateman. And the lucky recipients were as
follows:

Vicki Smith — Best Director for WIT

Juliette Hayday — Best Actress for WIT

Melanie Rowe — Best Supporting ActressWIT

Joe Dias — Best Supporting Actor in FINBIE
LADY

WIT also received the Adjudicators Award for Best
Production. And the COLIN PRATT AWARD went to
Kevin Trask in recognition of his many years of dhar
work and dedication to the company. Not only hasik

held the position of Artistic Director, he has atficected
productions for Encore, he has appeared on stage,
worked backstage, been heavily involved in setding —

in fact he is one of the stalwarts of Encore Theatfo,
congratulations Kevin on a well-deserved award!

Now it was time for PRESENTS! And into the room
came the Christmas Elf, carrying her Santa Sack and
distributing Kris Kringle gifts to everyone! It wayreat
fun, and really added to the festivities!

It was a great party and thanks must go to the Ipesipo
worked so hard to make it happen. Committee member
(Treasurer) Lorraine Foxall not only helped witl th
decorations and setting up but also played Thes@has
Elf — and did it very well indeed! A big thank-yoa all
the committee, especially Bill Rendall and our Riest
Mary Kappner. Bill and Mary worked so hard all mig
(and probably most of the day) to make sure that
everyone had a great time. And they succeededhdta
wonderful celebration and a fitting end to what basn a
very successful year for Encore Theatre!

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO EVERYONE!

Joan Krutli

Some of the awards won by “W;t” at the 2009 VDL Annual

dinner
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