Season One - 2011

Children (both young and old!) love a good pantoj

so come along to this old favourite which containg
lots of drama, fun, colour and music. Bring your
children, bring your grandchildren, or just bring
yourself!

In this humorous re-telling of the Aladdin story,
the Emperor has arranged the marriage of h
daughter, Yasmin, to the son of the Grand Vizier
However, Princess Yasmin, Aladdin and the Geni
of the Lamp have other ideas!

You will be entertained b
some of your favourite
actors, including Karing
Hudson, Michael ant
Lorraine Knuckey, Bill anc
Natalie Irvine, Joe Dias
Eileen Nelson, Mary-
Kappner, Lynn Guihenneu
and Audrey Martinelli.
Some of these actors we
in our pantomime
earlier this vyear,

and enjoyed it so
much they have
come back for
more!

= \?{yGeoﬁ Bamber
Directed by Christine Simmonds

Thurs. January 13, Fri 14, Sat 15,
Thurs 20, Fri 21 & Sat 22 at 11.00 am & 2.00 pm

\V

Bookings: 1300 739 099

9 am—9 pm
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Thanks to everyone who worked so hard on our la
production for 2010Eat Your Heart Out Our director

Ewen Crockett and the whole cast and crew took o
audiences on a grand tour of a series of New Yo
restaurants and provided plenty of laughs along the way.

really enjoyed the final night presentations at the theafre

and | heard a whisper that the cast and crew “partied 0
into the wee small hours.

If you missedDaylight Saving in July you can see our
production re produced for the Athenaeum Theatre
Lilydale. Etceteras was unable to be involved so Ange
Glennie has taken on the task of directivaylight Saving
for Lilydale. There is only one cast change and th
production will run until Dec % The booking number is
9735 1777.

Sad passings —

Val Bliss:

Val Bliss passed away off'6#f November. Val and Neville
Bliss were associated with the Elwood Theatre Compa
for many years. Their son lan made his debut with Elwod
in 1982 and studied drama. lan works professionally
theatre, stage and film. Val had been ill for some time. S
was very proud of her family and worshipped he
grandchildren Bailey and McKenzie.

Zara Fram:
Zara Fram passed away on th& b® October What a loyal
audience member Zara was — supporting Marillac, Elwog
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and Encore Theatre for many years with her late husband

Michael. . We will miss seeing Zara at the shows.

Doreen Young:
Doreen and her husband George came to every show
Marillac Theatre then Elwood Theatre. Sadly Doree
passed away in October.

The pantomime was very successful last year and we
anticipating bigger audiences fohladdin. This is a
wonderful show for all ages aridam hearing reports that
the rehearsals are going well. Please book early 3600
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739 099 This is our first show for 2011. If you do not have

a playbill do not hesitate to ask.

A lot of your Encore pals are working at Brighton
Theatre for the production @he Whales of August
Eileen Nelson and Mary Kappner are performing in
the play and Lesley Batten is directing. Ewen
Crockett, Annie Blood and Deborah Fabbro are also
involved. Book quickly, because it is almost sold out.

Karen Bannon (Our Town) is working hard to get our
Youth Theatre established. There will be a special
introductory session for children between 10 and 18
interested in our theatresports workshop on Saturday
Decemberllth at 11pm in the Clayton Community
Centre (meeting rooms next to the Library.) Spread
the word and direct all enquiries to Karen on 0425
725787.

Why not become a member of tiéctorian Drama
League and then your own copy of Theatrecraft will
be mailed to your home address.

Thanks to our marvellous groups that come to see our
shows and support us.

Horrie Leek is working on our next major production
Hay Fever. This timeless classic was written by Noel
Coward in 1924, and he wrote the play in three days. |
think it is his best work. We are looking forward to
the season. Please book earlyl800 739 099

We thank Cheryl Threadgold for the marvellous
publicity we get in Cheryl's column,Community
Theatre”, in The Melbourne Observer. It is a great
paper for Theatre News - available at all good
newsagents for only two dollars.

The fabulous quotes of Noel
Coward —

I like long walks, especially when they are
taken by people who annoy me.

Just say the lines and don't trip over the
furniture.

| don't believe in astrology. The only stars |

can blame for my failures are those that
walk about the stage.

WISHING YOU A HAPPY AND SAFE
CHISTMAS

Any gossip other items ??? send them to
kevintrask@bigpond.com
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Eat Your Heart Out

By Nick Hall

Encore Theatre, Clayton Community Centre
Theatrette, Directed by Ewen Crockett

Reviewed by Graeme McCoubrie - October 15, 2010 for
TheatreCraft

Encore have settled well into the new Theatrette, makin
good use of the new technical features and a good-si
stage with a very comfortable ambiance for the audienc
However, the Centre lacks a specific foyer, as wxe
gathered in an adjoining meeting room without a formal
ticket box or a kiosk. If only Councils would listen to
theatre companies and practitioners when designing
Theatres.

This work isn't one of the most enthralling pieces of
Nick Hall's, one that would keep you on the edge of
your seat or provide side splitting laughter. Eat Your
Heart Out is predominately about an out-of-work actor
Charlie in New York who supports himself by working

as a waiter at various Manhattan restaurants. He want$
to succeed on stage but finds it difficult as he awaits his
big break. Newcomer to the stage Matt Wilson, as
Charlie, did an admirable job being centre stage most of]
the time keeping up with the costume changes and the
many, many table setting and cloth changes as well as
the many different food plates required throughout the
different restaurants.
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Hayley Lawson-Smith and Matt Wilson

Intertwined with this were various characters played oyt
by four cast members who also had many quick changes
of costumes and characters to suit the style and mood |of
restaurant. The stage was simply set with three talplés

a serving bar to the side where orders were fulfilled at m

performance by the stage manager dressed as a wailer.

Different colours and type of table cloths and tabl
dressings identified the changes of restaurant, although
these changes often took too long with little dialogu
allowing the story line to lapse. Another aspect that too
me by surprise was that the actual food orders wele
already laid out and visible on the serving table on stage
rather than in the wings and handed to Charlie.

Gordon Boyd, Matt Wilson, Hayley Lawson-Smith,
Mike Roberts & Bronwyn Cameron

The restaurants were either elegant or shabby with
names such as 'Clandestination’; 'Tintinnabulation'
and another when translated meant 'No one Speaks
French Here; and we saw them repeatedly over three
seasons, Fall, Winter and Spring. Charlie had to
contend with the diners being a mixture of middle-
aged lovers who, being so intent on each other, did
not order and left; a girl trying to eat snails to please
her fiance; a timid man who is overlooked by
Charlie and leaves; and a number of others, rich and
down-and-out. Mike Roberts played the elderly
lover Mr Carter and a timid man, who was amusing
at all times, and we were a little sad when the timid
man left the restaurant without his order being taken.
Bronwyn Cameron played Mrs Carter and a rich
woman looking for attention and did these roles
justice. The younger womens’ roles were played by
Hayley Lawson-Smith and she was particularly
memorable as Doris, a neurotic Manhattanite who
became a love
interest  for
Charlie.
There were a
number  of
younger
men's  roles
all played by
Gordon Boyd
who shone as
Harry,
another
waiter at one

Bronwyn Cameron, Matt Wilson & 0 f the
Mike Roberts restaurants.
He was

particularly humorous as a younger lover in a scene
with a young girl, one of Hayley Lawson-Smith's
roles. Their embracing scene for several minutes at
the table to the exclusion of everything else left
Charlie exasperated and the audience exhausted.
There was a time to reflect whether Charlie would
ever be an actor or follow another career, like
waitering. Do you try to satisfy your desire to
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become an actor or do you look to gain financial security? Atede questions were worked through in the final

scenes of the play.

Special mention must go to costumers Anne Rendall and Chris,Barttee many and varied outfits that needed
to be provided for the quick changes, and Deborah Fabbro, foruli¢ude of hand, table, and food props that

were needed to cater for the range of food and drink.

Director Ewen Crockett would have had to work hard with Eat Your Heart Out, nobecéhuse of the many scene
changes but with the ever-changing characterisations thaesdgd to conquer. He certainly did well bringing the
role of Charlie so prominently to the fore with a debut actavak hard to choose the restaurant of choice but none

were in the realm of Fawlty Towers.

FRONT OF HOUSE — Eat Your Heart
Out

Many thanks to all who helped Front of House in an
way during the season dEat Your Heart Out. We
can’t get by without our Front of House people, and
was great to have some new faces as well as
regular helpers. Apologies to those people | didn
ring — I'll chase you up next time! And thanks t
stalwarts Graeme and Heather Smith who filled in f
several sudden emergencies! Others whose help
invaluable include Bill Rendall, Crenagh Kelly, Mary
Kappner, Bernice Hammond, Loretta Ferguso
Cenarth Fox, Eileen Nelson, Lesley Batten, Jan
Schneider, Keith Francis, Gail Bradley, Audre
Martinelli, Barbara Dwyer, Tony Monagle, Christing

Simmonds, Lynn Guihenneuc, Joan Krutli and Kevin

Trask. Again, warmest thanks!

Ring-around Person, Eileen Nelson.

What's On Around the Traps:

Peridot Theatre

y “Cosi” by Louis Nowra, Director Malcolm Sussman
Nov 5to 20. Bookings: 1300 138 645

it (mobiles 9898 9090)

th
't

! Malvern Theatre Co
“The Drawer Boy” by Michael Healey.

? Director Kris Weber.

PT Nov 5 to 20.
Va

Bookings: 1300 131 552

Brighton Theatre Co

N, “The Whales of August” by David Berry.
is Director Lesley Batten

;) Nov 11 to 27. Bookings 9589 0005

Mordialloc Theatre Co

“l Hate Hamlet” by Paul Rudnick
Director Ross Mack
Nov 12 to 27.

Bookings 9587 5141

Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre

“Daylight Saving” by Nick Enright.

Original Director Kevin Trask, re-created by Angela
Glennie

Nov 16 to Dec 4. Bookings 9735 1777

Heidelberg Theatre Co

“The Pain Killer” by Francis Verber
Director Joan Moriarty

Nov 18 to Dec 4. Bookings: 9457 4117

Beaumaris Theatre

“I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change”, book
and lyrics by Joe DiPietro, music by Jimmy Roberts
Directed by Danny Forward and Lorraine Ellis

Nov 19 to Dec 4. Bookings 9583 6896

Encore Theatre is not responsible for the accuracy
of the above information, which is provided in good
faith for your assistance.

Hayley Lawson-Smith and Matt Wilson
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