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Season Three  
 
Wit is Margaret Edson’s multi award winning debut 
play. Just prior to her 30th birthday, Edson decided she 
needed to get serious about her life. She always wanted 
to write a play about her time spent working at an 
Oncology/Aids unit at a research hospital in 
Washington where they were developing new protocols 
for the treatment of ovarian cancer. The play had its 
first reading in 1993 and then a number of full 

productions over the next 6 years claiming nearly every 
drama award along the way until it was awarded the 
honour of the Pulitzer Prize in 1999. 
The New York Times critic called Wit the “kind of 
theatrical experience of which legends are made. It is a 
dazzling and beautifully layered, humane play that you 
will remember until your dying day”. Director Vicki 
Smith has assembled a fine cast of actors to present Wit 
to Encore audiences. Make sure you book early so you 
don’t miss this enlightening and enormously 
comforting play. It’s a once in a lifetime theatrical 
experience. 
 

October 9, 10 (gala), 16, 17, 22, 23 & 24  
at 8.00 pm 

Matinees - October 11 & 18 at 2.15 pm  
 

Bookings: 1300 739 099 
9 am—9 pm 
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Directed by Vicki Smith 
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Our next production is Wit  by Margaret Edson and 
it will be directed by Vicki Smith.  
Wit won the 1999 Pulitzer Prize for drama. This is a 
fascinating play about Vivian Bearing, Ph.D who is a 
renowned scholar and Professor of English 
specialising in the sonnets of John Donne. Vivian is 
diagnosed with terminal ovarian cancer and the play 
takes us on her experiences during a courageous 
journey. I believe that this could be one of the 
theatrical highlights in the history of Encore Theatre. 
We know our loyal subscribers will support us in 
this presentation but we need to spread the word to 
schools and charitable institutions to come and 
experience this classic piece of theatre. We have one 
of the best directors in Melbourne at the helm. Vicki 
has assembled a fine cast. Christine Simmonds is 
production manager for Wit .  

Book now on 1300 739 099 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

What a great season we had with I Ought to be in 
Pictures.  Congratulations to the brilliant Tim Long, 
our wonderful crew and our superb cast Geoff 
Arnold, Claire Hanley and Kim Ryan.  We had good 
houses for this delightful Neil Simon comedy.  
Everyone loved the production and had a good 
laugh.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

It has been a sad time with the passing of Ron 
Conroy on the 20th of June. It was the closing night 
of I Ought to be in Pictures and there was a great air 
of sadness at the theatre. Our president Mary 
Kappner proposed a toast to Ron at the wind up 
party.  Ron had a passion for theatre and was on the 
committee for Encore Theatre. Ron’s last play with 
Encore was the outstanding I Remember Mama, 
which was the last production in our old theatre. Ron 
was at set building for many of our plays and we 
loved his company.  The funeral on Friday 26th of 
June was packed with thespians from many of the 
theatre companies that Ron worked with. His son 
Guy presented a beautiful eulogy for his father. 
There was a standing ovation for Ron. We will miss 
Ron Conroy and it leaves a big hole in the 
Melbourne Theatre scene. Our sympathy is extended 
to Monica, Guy, Lee and all the family. Let us hope 
there is a further function to allow many friends and 
colleagues to celebrate the life of Ron Conroy. 

Don’t forget there will be a rehearsed play 
reading on Saturday 12th September at 8.00pm at 
the Clayton Theatrette. The play is The 
Admirable Crichton by J..M. Barrie and the 
production will be directed by Kirk Alexander. 
This is a great opportunity for members to 
participate.  

You can talk to Kirk on 9592 4602. 
We want to make sure there is a good audience 
for the reading. Please book your ticket on 1300 
739 099 and bring your friends – admission is 
only $10. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 Barbara Stewart, who was a wonderful actress, 
lost her brave fight against cancer in the same 
week that we lost Ron Conroy. Barbara was 
dearly loved by all who worked with her in 
theatre.  I never worked on a show with Barbara 
but I did audition her for a role in a play. After 
meeting her one lunchtime for a “read” in a park 
in St Kilda I would have cast her on the spot, but 
as the play was at Lilydale, Barb decided the 
travelling would have been too much. I was 
delighted to hear that Barbara got to see Geoff in 
I Ought to be in Pictures. I am sure she would 
have been very proud of him. Kim Ryan is 
arranging a special tribute plaque for Barbara at 
the Shilling Wall in the grounds of the Queen 
Victoria Women’s Centre in Lonsdale Street, 
Melbourne. Anyone who would like to donate to 
the tribute please contact Kim. Our deepest 
sympathy is extended to Geoff Arnold and the 
family. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Bill Rendall came up with a great idea to boost 
our subscriber mailing list.  Bill made up a 
simple form and left it in the supper room at the 
theatre.  Patrons picked up a form and a filled it 
out during I ought to be in Pictures. The 
response was overwhelming. Another theatre 
Company heard about it and are doing the same 
thing. Well done Bill. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

I attended the State Funeral of Charles “Bud” 
Tingwell at St Paul’s Cathedral last month. Bud 
was the patron of the Victorian Drama League 
for many years. He always attended the annual 
awards nights to hand out awards and say hello 
to everyone. He was just marvellous. This 
renowned international film, stage and television 
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actor never forgot that the non professional theatre is 
the training ground for the professional actors of the 
future. He loved theatre with a passion. The 
Cathedral was packed with famous people from all 
walks of life – actors, politicians, family, RAAF 
friends and people who knew him and loved him..  
His brother told a funny story. Bud had just finished 
the film The Desert Rats with stars such as Richard 
Burton and Robert Newton. His brother Patrick was 
in America at the time the film was released and Bud 
rang Patrick to ask him to go and see the film and 
tell him what the audience reaction was like.  Patrick 
and his friend arrived late at a local picture theatre 
and watched the film. When the lights came up they 
were surprised to find that they were the only two 
people in the theatre. Patrick rang his brother and 
Bud was delighted to hear that everyone in the 
theatre enjoyed The Desert Rats. There was a 
standing ovation as the coffin was carried out of the 
Cathedral. I took a copy of the service brochure to 
the staff at the VDL on my way home – I think Bud 
would have been pleased. Our condolences are 
extended to his children Virginia and Christopher 
and all the family. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Doug Bennett will be taking over as Artistic Director 
of our company and Doug brings a wealth of 
experience to the position. 
 

There is a lot of excitement for the official release of 
the 2010 Playbill and the announcement of the 2010 

season of plays will all occur at the Meet the 
Directors afternoon in September.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Cen Fox has just completed a very successful 
tour of his new play Nursing Holmes starring 
Eileen Nelson as Mrs. Hudson and Kirk 
Alexander as Sherlock Holmes.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Check out our website at www.encoretheatre.
com.au  - Our webmaster is the brilliant Cen 
Fox.    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Some great quotes from Samuel Goldwyn 
the” G”  in MGM 

·     “A wide screen just makes a bad film 
twice as bad.”  

·     “A verbal contract isn’t worth the 
paper it’s written on.”  

·     “Our comedies are not to be laughed 
at.”  

·     “God makes stars. I just produce 
them.”  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Any gossip other items ??? send them 
to kevintrask@bigpond.com  
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Encore Theatre 12 June 2009 
 I OUGHT TO BE IN PICTURES  

by Neil Simon 
Directed by Tim Long 

Reviewed by Nicky McFarlane for John 
Gunn’s theatre programme 

“Curtain Up” – 3CR – Sundays at One – 
855AM 

  

The “I” is Libby Tucker, who turns up on her father’s doorstep 
in Hollywood 16 years after he left his family in New York. 
Herb Tucker had been a successful scriptwriter but is now on 
the skids due to alcohol and writer’s block, his situation 
obvious by his shabby one bedroom bungalow. 
  

Herb and Libby are at loggerheads at once, Libby demanding 
that Herb introduce her instantly to his friends, great directors 
who will make her a star. The fact that she has no acting  
experience at all and he no longer has any famous friends is 
not going to help. Herb is horrified at being confronted with 
his past by a pushy female he last saw as a three year old and 

wants nothing to do with her. She is about to take her 
leave, angry and upset at being rejected, but Herb’s girl 
friend Steffy persuades him to let her stay. After a few 
days they have become friends and finally anger and 
pain are confessed on both sides and they are 
reconciled. This of course was the real reason for 
Libby’s appearance. 
 

Tim Long has cast a strong team. Kim Ryan is Steffy 
who loves Herb but is constantly frustrated by his 
depression and negative approach to life in general. She 
is gentle but firm, patiently calms and counsels both 
father and daughter, is levelheaded and quietly 
persuasive, a still centre between the feuding pair. 
Geoff Arnold makes Herb such a sad sack that one 
wants to give him a kick up the backside, and this could 
have been quite dreary, but in fact it is often a funny 
performance as he fights against the knowledge that he 
could mend fences while giving as good as he gets from 
the women. 
      

Libby, played by Claire Hanley, is bold and ready to 
argue at every step, determined to be independent but  
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underneath a  naïve, insecure child, frightened of life and the 
big wide world. Her body language is delicious and she lights 
up the stage whether in shorts, striped socks and runners, or 
dressed up for her mysterious nights out. 
 

The three characters are so believable that I felt we were 
watching real life, wondering if it was actually a story from 
Neil Simon’s own life. 
 

No one is listed as the set designer. It worked well; a small 
area Stage Right outside the Kelly Green front door dressed 
with brass knocker and number, Upstage doors to bedroom 
and bathroom, Stage Left kitchen with table and chairs, 
Centre Stage one of those settees that convert into a hideously 
uncomfortable bed, with a colourful throw and bright 
cushions. Up stage Left a window through which we see a 
dusky sky, never changing though there is talk of too much 
sun in California. 
 

Ann Rendall and the cast looked after all the costumes and 
Angelo Gianchino designed the lighting. 
 

Altogether an enjoyable production. Thanks to Encore. 
 

FRONT OF HOUSE – I OUGHT TO BE  IN 
PICTURES 

 

And so you should be – all you wonderful people 
who worked Front of House for our recent 
successful season!  It‘s true that without Front of 
House no production is even thinkable.  We’ll need 
you again soon enough for our coming season of 
Wit, so don’t be surprised if the dreaded F.O.H. 
ringer dials your number again! You might even get 
a call to help out with our rehearsed Play-reading in 
September!  But thank you one and all – and here 
you are:  Mary Kappner. Lesley Batten, Debra Ball, 
Ross Billson, Di Shingles, Barbara Dwyer, Tony 
Dwyer, Cenarth Fox, Eileen Nelson, Roslyn Flett, 
Glenda Benness, Loretta Ferguson, Crenagh Kelly, 
Audrey Martinelli, Beryl Bolam, Graeme Smith, 
Heather Smith, Christine Simmonds, Katy 
Simmonds, John Davies.  Stars one and all! 
 

Eileen Nelson 
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ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL  
 
This year Encore Theatre Company has entered a play into 
the One Act Play Festival – A Dog’s Life by Pam Valentine.  
It is directed by Barbara Bateman and features four dogs 
awaiting their fate in an animal shelter.  It is a poignant and 
funny tale and such is the delight and enthusiasm with 
which the four human persons embrace their canine alter 
egos, this play has already won awards. 
 

On July 12th, with its first appearance at the Maroondah and 
Rose Street Festival, A Dog’s Life won runner-up for Best 
Production plus Best Actress for Gail Bradley playing Fifi 
the poodle and Best Actor for Tom Travers playing Ben 
the mongrel dog.  Vicki Doak also won a nomination for 
Best Actress for her portrayal of Ginger the puppy. 

 
On July 19th the play was performed at the Mount 
Festival, winning Best Supporting Actress for Vicki 
Doak, runner-up for Best Play and nominations for 
Barbara Bateman as Best Director, Gail Bradley as Best 
Actress, Tom Travers and Neil Barnett as Best Actors 
and Cedric Williamson as Best Supporting Actor. 
 

They will next appear on August 8th at the FAMDA 
Festival in Foster, Gippsland and finally at the Monash 
Festival at Peridot Theatre on September 19th. 
 

A Dog’s Life is a gem of a one-acter and a wonderful 
ambassador for Encore Theatre Company, so do try to 
catch it! 
 

Mary Kappner 

Geoff Arnold, Claire Hanley & Kim Ryan 
Kim Ryan & Geoff Arnold 
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Vale 
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Ron Conroy.  
Ron had been very ill for some months, but it is hard to believe we will 
never again hear him singing as he worked on set-building, or any of 
the other theatre activities to which he devoted so much time. 
Ron had been a member of Encore for many years, and recently 
joined our Committee. He was also about to take up the duties of 
Artistic Director. 
Audiences may remember his roles of Dr Saul Morgenstein in 
“Travelling North”, and the convict Joseph in “My Three Angels”. 

Ron was also one of the best-known directors in the Melbourne amateur theatre scene, 
and directed “Dirty Work At The Crossroads” for Encore in it’s early days, and more 
recently “I Remember Mama”, which was the last production in the old Clayton Auditorium. 
His cheerful presence will be sorely missed at Encore.  
The Committee and members of Encore Theatre send their condolences to Monica and his 
family at this time. 
 
 
We were also saddened to hear of the passing of Barbara Stewart, who was well known in 
theatre circles. She had been ill for some time, but never gave up, and kept working until 
the end. Barb had never appeared on the Encore stage, but her partner of many years, 
Geoff Arnold, had just finished the season of “I Ought To Be In Pictures”, and also 
appeared in “I Remember Mama”.  
Our condolences go to Geoff and also Barbs’ family.  

Dates to remember  
 

Rehearsed play-reading  
 

Kirk Alexander is directing a rehearsed play-reading of  
The Admirable Crichton on September 12 at 8 pm. 
Anyone interested in being part of this, ring Kirk on 
9592 4602. 
 

Echoes  by E-mail  
 

Anyone who would like to have their newsletter 
delivered by e-mail please contact the secretary, Bill 
Rendall, on 9515 7272 or preferably by e-mail  on 
brendall@optusnet.com.au. 
 

It might be an opportune time to request an update of 
all e-mail addresses, as several communications have 
not been delivered recently because the information is 
out-of-date. 
 

Meet The Directors  
 
Come and hear the details of our2010 productions. Talk 
to the Directors, so you can plan your theatre outings 
for next year earlier. 

Sunday Sept. 20, at 2pm in the Clayton 
Community Theatrette 

What’s On around the Traps: 
 

Peridot Theatre 
“A Chorus Of Disapproval” by Alan Ayckbourne  
Director Doug Bennett 
Aug 14 to 29.  Bookings: 1300 138 645  (mobiles 
9898 9090) 
 

Brighton Theatre Co 
“Breaking Legs” by Tom Dulack,  
Director Gaetano Santo. 
Aug 20 to Sept 5.   Bookings 9589 0005 
 

Malvern Theatre Co 
“Jack O’Hagan’s Humdingers”  by Melvyn Morrow 
& David Mitchell, Director  Alan Burrows. 
Aug 28 to Sept 12.  Bookings: 1300 131 552 
 

Beaumaris Theatre 
“Peter Pan” by J.M.Barrie, Director Debbie Keyt 
Aug 28 to Sept 12.  Bookings 9583 6896 
 

Williamstown Little Theatre  
“Kindertransport” by Diane Samuels, Director Chris 
Baldock 
Sept 10 to 26. Bookings 9885 9678 
 
Encore Theatre is not responsible for the accuracy 
of the above information, which is provided in good 
faith for your assistance. 


