
Season Two  
 
Herb, a once successful Hollywood scriptwriter is having a dry run and 
his confidence is shaken. He does have some consolation in his off-
and-on sleep-in relationship with Steffy, a movie make-up woman. 
Then suddenly he’s confronted with his distant and almost forgotten 
past in the person of his teenage daughter, Libby, who’s trekked to 
Hollywood from Brooklyn where Herb had simply up and left his wife, 
daughter and son 16 years earlier. 
Libby’s extremely confident and articulate and she tells Herb she wants 
him to get her into “pictures”. 
But actually, she’s going to try to salvage him and also find a bit of lost 
love along the way. How they pick up the pieces of a father-daughter 
relationship is a poignant, tender and nevertheless very funny story. 

 
 

June 5, 6, (gala),  12,13, 18, 19 & 20 at 8.00 pm 
Matinees - Mar. 7  & 14 at 2.15 pm 

 
        Ticket prices: Adults $20, concession $18 
        Gala night: Adults $24, concession $22 
        Opening night: $15 (no concessions) 
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Our second production for 2009 I Ought to be in Pictures is 
shaping up to be a wonderful production under the 
direction of Tim Long. Tim was last seen at Encore in Find 
the Lady playing the role of the killer. There is a cast of 
three in this delightful Neil Simon comedy including Geoff 
Arnold and Claire Hanley.   Our opening night is on Friday 
5th June. Please tell you friends to book early on 1300 739 
099.   This comedy/thriller is going to be a good audience 
pleaser and a lot of laughs. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * 
Thanks to all the cast and crew for a great production of 
Find The Lady, the first play for 2009.  Our audiences 
loved the show. Once again things went very smoothly 
thanks to the efforts of many members. Thanks to those 
who attended the bump-in and the bump-out.  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * 
Don’t forget there will be a rehearsed play reading on 
Saturday12th September at 8.00pm at the Clayton 
Theatrette. The play is The Admirable Crichton by J.M. 
Barrie and the production will be directed by Kirk 

Directed by Tim Long 

Alexander. This is a great opportunity for members to 
participate. You can talk to Kirk on 9592 4602  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * 
 Our Charity Nights continue to be tremendously popular 
and it is a marvellous to see the theatre filled for the final 
dress rehearsal. Cen Fox our marketing manager has worked 
hard in this area. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * *  
Thanks to Carolyn & John Gunn for their wonderful support 
on their theatre programme Curtain Up  on 3CR each 
Sunday at 1.00 pm. Thanks also to all the community radio 
stations who publicise our shows. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
There is a new policy in operation this year. The official 
release of the 2010 Playbill and the announcement of the 
2010 season of plays will all occur at the Meet the 
Directors afternoon on September 20. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
Congratulations to Andrew Ferguson for his magnificent 
work in staging the first production of the youth theatre 
which is part of Encore Theatre.  The young people in the 
show were just great under the direction of Sam Loy and 
Performing Arts Facilitator, Diana Nguyen. The 
production, Monash Youth on Show, was very 
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Check out our website at www.encoretheatre.com.au  - 
Our webmaster is now Cen Fox.   
  

Overheard Director’s Quotes: 
“I don’t care which speaker the 
sound effect comes from as long as it 
comes.” 
 
“If I had known you were an 
adjudicator I would have been nicer 
to you.” 

 

entertaining and gave the actors a lot of scope to 
showcase the work they had been doing during the six 
weeks of the project. The participants were Kamonrat, 
Ralf, Wensi, Layon, Neyza, Kylie, Akorbayo, Daniel, 
Emily and Mu Mu. The cast had learnt about theatre 
sports activities and performed some clever exercises on-
stage. This was the first venture with youth theatre and it 
was a winner. The City of Monash have given fantastic 
support to the venture and we are looking forward to the 
next production.   Thanks also to our sponsors, National 
Youth Week, Monash Youth and Family Services, City 
of Monash, SEACC, Victoria – The Place To Be and The 
Diverse Australia Programme. It has all come about 
through the drive of Andrew Ferguson and what a 
theme – Together Through Theatre. 

presence that fitted him perfectly for this role; he delivered his 
lines with controlled energy and panache. 
The sleazy Tim Cantel who spurned the affections of the 
hapless Desiree and generally spread havoc among the other 
cast members was played by the experienced Tim Long. Chris 
Goldby played Mark Anderson, the undercover cop who finally 
got his man, and although his was a competent performance I 
felt he could have put more animation into this comedy role and 

polished up that British accent. Though she did not utter a 
word, Audrey Martinelli made a delicious vignette appearance 
as the fussing kleptomaniac, Miss Daintree. The cast was 
completed by Kirsten Page as a very demure Jean Smith and 
Christine Simmonds who opened proceedings with a brief 
appearance as "The Lady" - Mrs Privett-Smith. 
Apart from one scene that dragged a little (where Mark reveals 
he's really a policeman) the action was frantic throughout the 
performance and as far as I could tell every move was perfectly 
timed, thanks to tight direction and efficient stage management 
by Katie and Christine Simmonds.  
The particularly well-designed set was the work of Ron Conroy 
and Bill Rendall, lighting was by Angelo Gianchino, sound by 
Kevin Trask and Lorraine Foxall, and the first-rate costumes by 
Anne Rendall. Kevin Trask brought the whole thing together as 
production co-coordinator. Encore served up some first-rate 
theatre in staging this rare (to Australia) work by an 
entertaining writer. 
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by Michael Pertwee 
Encore Theatre 
Directed by Tony Bird 
Reviewed by Ken Barnes for Theatrecraft – 21st March 
2009 
 
Encore kicked off their 2009 season in the new and very swish 
Clayton Community Centre Theatre with a rip-roaring yarn. 
Find the Lady is about intrigue, murder and mayhem, but in 
the hands of that brilliant writer  
Michael Pertwee the macabre events that take place in the 
Delamere Private Hotel had the Encore audience chuckling 
from the start and in torrents of laughter by the end of the 
show. 
A fellow reviewer had told me that Tony Bird was a dab hand 
at comedy and this proved to be so. In Find the Lady he was 
supported by some first class acting from a cast of scallywags 
headed by Liz Matthews and by the proficient Encore team. 
Liz was on stage for most of the play arid did not put a foot 
wrong in delivering an outstanding performance as fading 
actress and hotel proprietor Rosie Lake. Her theatrical 
flourishes and intonation fitted the role perfectly. The same 
can be said of Kate Llewelyn's performance as the waspish 
Mrs Pratt who delivered her often acerbic lines with ruthless 
(though hilarious) effectiveness. 
Mrs Pratt's gauche and somewhat pitiful daughter Desiree was 
played with great verve by the talented Sarah Jowett. Sarah's 
body language as she pursued the slippery Tim Cantel or 
searched frantically for her missing mother was one of the 

highlights of the 
play. Another was 
t h e  s u b l i me 
performance of 
Joe Dias as the 
enigmatic Doctor 
Ali, who came 
fully equipped 
with an authentic 
and delightful 
Pakistani accent 
Joe has a stage 

Chris Goldby, Kate Llewelyn, Tim Long and Liz 
Matthews 

Tim Long and Sarah Jowett 
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Encore & City of Monash National Youth Week Theatre  
Project - “Youth on Show”  

Encore Theatre www.encoretheatre.com.au worked in 
cooperation with the City of Monash Youth & Family 
Services (MYFS) www.monash.vic.gov.au/services/
youth-services.htm to mount a concert/theatre 
performance with the title “Youth on Show” at 7pm on 
31 March, for the Monash Council Youth Week 
beginning 28 March 2009. The performance was 
preceded by an opportunity for the audience to mingle 
over food.  
 
Youth from Monash (age range 14-25) were invited to 
participate in the concert/theatre performance through 
processes established by City of Monash Youth & 
Family Services, working in cooperation with the 
Southern Ethnic Advisory and Advocacy Council 
(SEAAC) www.seaac.org.au. This cooperation included 
a Theatre Sports element in the project with lead-up 
activities during the rehearsal period. The Theatre 
Sports facilitator employed by SEAAC, Diana Nguyen, 
led these activities in rehearsal. The Theatre Sports 
elements contributed 20 minutes at the start of the final 
performance, hosted by the show’s Director, Sam Loy. 
The rest of the performance consisted of scenes 
developed by Sam which were loosely based on the 
Shaun Tan book “The Arrival” www.shauntan.net/
books/the-arrival, some of which were tightly scripted, 
and others partly improvised. The major themes 
explored in the performance were those of people 
having to find their way in a new country, and cultural 
diversity. The rehearsals and performance were 
designed to showcase the talents of those involved in the 
project, at the same time developing theatre 
performance and technical skills. 
 
This project involved 10 youth from the City of Monash 
of Bengali, Burmese, Chinese, Portuguese, Sudanese 
and Thai family backgrounds, including one young 
person with quite limited English. Several sections of 

the performance were multilingual. The performance 
was well attended by family and friends of the 
performers as well as representatives from Encore 
Theatre, MYFS, SEEAC and the Australian 
Government Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship (DIAC) www.immi.gov.au. Sponsorship 
for the project was through these organizations, 
additionally through Beyond Blue. 
 
The performance was not only an artistic success, with 
the audience thoroughly enjoying the evening, but also 
provided the following theatrical and community 
benefits: 

·    engagement of youth of Monash in a sustained, 
creative, self-affirming project; 

·    skills development for youth of Monash; 
·    showcasing of youth of Monash in 

multicultural setting; 
·    celebration of the diverse cultural heritage of 

Monash; 
·    promotion of harmony in the Monash 

community; and 
·    interaction of Encore Theatre with youth of 

Monash with the long-term aim of establishing 
a permanent Encore Youth Theatre group 
working with the youth of Monash. 

 
I would like to thank all those involved in this ground-
breaking production, in particular Mick Hearn from 
MYFS, the Encore Committee for their faith in the 
project and especially Anne Rendall for her vision of 
an Encore Theatre youth theatre project. As production 
and stage manager, I was able to witness first-hand the 
growth of ten young people through this project and 
their joy in being part of such an exciting theatre 
performance. 
 
Andrew Fewrguson. 

More shots from “Find The Lady”  

Liz Matthews, Chris Goldby, Tim 
Long and Joe Dias 

Liz Matthews, Tim Long and Sarah 
Jowett 
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Auditions for Encore               Season 3 - October 2009 

�

����
�

By Margaret Edson 
 

Director - Vicki Smith 
 

Cast required :                
         Characters: Vivian Bearing - Professor of 17th Century Poetry 
            Dr Harvey Kelekian - 50s. Chief of Medical Oncology 
            Dr Jason Posner - 28. Clinical Fellow, Medical Oncology 
            Susie Monahan - 20s to 40s. Primary Nurse, Cancer Inpatient Unit 
            EM Ashford - 60 - 70. Professor Emerita of English Literature 
            Lab Technician, Clinical Fellow, Student, Code Team - 2 male and 2    
            female actors in their 20s 
 

            Precast Characters: Vivian Bearing 
 
Audition Date - Sun. June 14 at 2 pm    
 
Where —Scout Hall, Highland Ave. Clayton (just off FernTree Gully Rd) 
 
 

Ring for details on 0419 329 052  

What’s On around the traps: 
 
Dandenong Theatre Co 
“Cabaret” by Joe Masteroff, Fred Ebb & John Kander Director Kym Davies. 
May 8 to 23.  Bookings 97716666 
 
The Basin Theatre Group 
“Playing Sinatra” by Bernard Kops, Director Barry O’Neill 
August 14 to Sept. 7. Bookings 1300784 668 
 
Brighton Theatre Co 
“Visiting Mr Green” by Jeff Baron, Director Geoff Hickey. 
May 28 to June 13.   Bookings 9589 0005 
 
1812 Theatre 
“84 Charing Cross Road” by Helene Hanff, Director Christine Grant 
May 28 to June 27. Bookings: 9758 3964 
 
Lilydale Athenaeum Theatre 
“Proof”  by David Auburn, Director Catherine Carr 
June 2 to 20.   Bookings 9735 1777 
 
Beaumaris Theatre 
“Parramatta Girls” by Alana Valentine, Director Robyn Morris 
June 19 to July 4.  Bookings 9583 6896 
 
Malvern Theatre Co 
“The Elephant Man”  by Bernard Pomerance, Director  Chris Baldock. 
June 26 to July 11.  Bookings: 1300 131 552 
 
 
Encore Theatre is not responsible for the accuracy of the above information, which is provided in good faith for your 
assistance. 
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